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Figure 8-16 Volume characteristics and equivalent thickness (ET) of some typical CMUs.
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8.4.3 UL Ratings

Underwriters’ Laboratories (UL) design numbers apply only to a specific propri-
etary product or assembly manufactured by a specific manufacturer or manu-
facturers. The fire resistance ratings of clay and concrete masonry, on the other
hand, are generic. They apply to all products made from the same types of raw
materials. Consequently, UL identifies masonry products by their classification,
rather than by design numbers. For example, Class B-4 concrete masonry units
have a 4-hour rating, Class C-3 concrete masonry units have a 3-hour rating,
and Class D-2 units have a 2-hour rating. The UL Fire Resistance Directory
then lists CMU manufacturers who are eligible to issue a UL certificate for one
or more of these classifications. The Directory also gives UL numbers for sever-
al tested masonry wall assemblies. All of these assemblies were tested so that a
specific manufacturer could show that a particular product (mortar mix or insu-
lation insert, for example) could be added to or substituted in a “standard”
masonry assembly and still achieve the same fire rating.

Most of the masonry wall assemblies “listed” in the UL Directory are too
proprietary to apply to masonry construction in general. The UL numbers for
these other assemblies are not appropriate if any of the component materials
vary from the specific brand or type of products identified, including such items
as veneer anchors or lime. For masonry, the more appropriate way to note con-
struction documents is to reference the building code and table from which the
rating requirement is taken, and require that unit manufacturers provide test
reports or certifications attesting to the fire endurance rating of their products.

8.4.4 Steel Fireproofing

Steel frame construction is vulnerable to fire damage and must be protected
from heat and flame. Structural clay tile, brick, and concrete block can all be
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Figure 8-17 Calculated fire resistance. (Formula and table from International Building Code 2003.)
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